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Emergency Arrangements for
Tropical Cyclones and Heavy Persistent Rain

The development and changes of tropical cyclones generally take time and have a prolonged impact.
Upon the EDB’s announcement of class suspension in case of tropical cyclones, the school should make
safe and proper arrangements for students to return home at an appropriate time. For heavy persistent
rain, however, adverse situation could develop quickly and dissipate quickly. The school should
therefore continue lessons as usual when Red/Black Rainstorm Warning Signal is issued during lesson

time and should not arrange students to return home immediately.

1. Tropical cyclones

The Tropical Cyclone
Warning Signal Issued Actions to be taken
by the Observatory
No.1 or 3. <~ Classes continue as usual unless otherwise notified.
No.8 or above < All schools are suspended.
No.3 replaces No.8 or <> Unless a full-day suspension of classes has been announced, schools
above should resume classes if the announcement is made before 5:30 am.
No.1 replaces No.3 or )
< Unless a full-day suspension of classes has been announced, schools
all the warning signals
should resume classes.

are cancelled




2. Heavy Persistent Rain

Schools should continue classes as usual when the Hong Kong Observatory issues an Amber

rainstorm warning signal, unless otherwise notified.

Red or Black
rainstorm warning Actions to be taken
signal
Issued between 5:30a.m. | <> Schools are suspended for the whole day.
to 6:00 a.m. < Students who have not left home for school should stay at home.
< Schools should implement emergency measures and arrange staff to take care
of students who may return to school.
< Allow students to go home under safe conditions.
Issued between 6:00a.m. | <> Students don’t need to attend classes.
to 8:00 a.m. < Students who have not left home for school should stay at home.
< Schools are required to keep their premises open and implement contingency
measures to look after students who have arrived at school.
<~ If students learn about the class suspension announcement on their way to
school, they should decide whether to proceed with their journey to school
taking into consideration the rain, road, slope or traffic conditions.
< Students who have already arrived at school should remain in school until it
is safe for them to return home.
< Parents do not need to pick up their children from school immediately.
Issued at 8:00 a.m. or < Schools should continue classes until the end of normal school hours and

later

ought to ensure that conditions are safe before allowing students to return

home.




3. Emergency arrangements

Situation

Emergency arrangements

The Education Bureau
announces a full-day
class suspension before
8am.

If the day is scheduled for an examination or test, the subjects for that day
will be rescheduled. The remaining subjects will proceed as scheduled.

The platform to announce the information: school website, eClass messages
for parents and students, and WhatsApp group of each class.

Schools should stay open and arrange staff to take care of students who may
return to school. Schools should also implement the contingency measures to
ensure that students are kept in school until safe and proper arrangements have

been made for them to return home at an appropriate time.

The Hong Kong
Observatory issues the
red or black rainstorm
signal at 8:00 a.m. or

later.

<>

If it is a regular school day, class will continue until the regular dismissal

time.

During tests or examinations,

(1) Ongoing tests or examinations will continue as scheduled.

For the tests or examinations that have not yet started, the school will
decide whether to proceed or reschedule based on the situation.
Information will be announced through the school website, eClass
messages to parents and students, in-person notification by class teacher
or WhatsApp group of each class.

(11) If students are late or absent due to inclement weather, road conditions,
slopes or transportation issues, they are required to submit a parent
letter the next school day to explain the reasons. In reasonably
exceptional circumstances, students will not be penalized.

No makeup tests will be provided. The scores will be evaluated based
on the examination.

If a student is absent from the examination, the school will assess the
situation on an individual basis and arrange makeup exams or score
evaluations whenever possible. Students requesting makeup exams
need to submit a parent letter.

Students are allowed to go home only under safe conditions.

The Education Bureau
announces that schools
must suspend classes

during school hours.

The school will implement the contingency measures to ensure that students
remain in school until safe and proper arrangements have been made for them
to return home at an appropriate time.

If a test or examination is underway, the school will consider whether to follow
the arrangements outlined in (i) above based on the prevailing circumstances.
Information will be announced through the school website, eClass messages to
parents and students, in-person notification by class teacher or WhatsApp group

of each class.




Platform to inform weather updates
Radio, television station, mobile application “Gov HK Notifications”, government press releases webpage,
rainfall distribution data from the Hong Kong Observatory or the school weather information webpage

(provide detailed weather information for each district)

The Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE) arrangement during
adverse weather (Examination Circular No. 6, 2024/25)

If a tropical cyclone warning signal or rainstorm warning is issued before the examination:
a.  Tropical cyclone warning signal No. 3 or Amber rainstorm warning signal :

All public examinations will proceed as scheduled.

b. Red rainstorm warning signal
Public examinations will generally proceed as scheduled, and the Hong Kong Examinations and
Assessment Authority (HKEAA) will not make any further announcements. All examination centers
(including general and special centers) will postpone the start of written examinations by 15 minutes
(except for the English Language listening component). In other circumstances, the HKEAA will
make an announcement between 7:00 AM and 8:00 AM.

c. Tropical cyclone warning signal No.8 or above and Black rainstorm warning signal
All public examinations will be postponed. Generally, the HKEAA will announce the postponement
of the examinations approximately 2 hours before the originally scheduled start time. Relevant
individuals should pay attention to the announcements made by the HKEA A through radio, television
and the HKEAA website.

Parental role, student lateness or absence

Parents could exercise their discretion in deciding whether or not to send their children to school having
regard to inclement weather conditions. In the event of adverse local weather, road, slope or traffic
conditions or they have not fully returned to normal, parents should keep their children at home for the
sake of safety. Allowance will be given to the affected students for lateness or absence from school at
parents’ discretion on the day with inclement weather or flooding and such students will not be penalised
for that reason. Parents can teach their children how to cope with the inconvenience caused by heavy rain,

for example, reminding them to bring spare clothes or an extra pair of socks and shoes to school.

Weather conditions can change rapidly, so it is important for students and parents to pay close attention to
the latest weather conditions provided by the HKO and check if the EDB has announced class suspension

before leaving for school and during their journey to ensure safety.

For details, please refer to the EDB webpage on e-Bulletin for Parents:
“Should parents let their children go to school under inclement weather conditions?”
e-Bulletin for Parents - 11 April 2025 - Education Bureau

“Students and parents should pay attention to the change in weather”
e-Bulletin for Parents - 31 May 2024 - Education Bureau



https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/student-parents/parents-related/ebulletin-for-parents/2024-2025/20250411.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/student-parents/parents-related/ebulletin-for-parents/2023-2024/20240531.html

7. Lunch arrangement (applicable for F.1 and F2 students during the winter timetable)

The school will convene a special meeting based on the weather conditions of the day to discuss appropriate

arrangement with the lunch suppliers and will promptly notify parents and students.

8. Inspecial circumstances, the Education Bureau may announce the suspension of classes in one or multiple

districts. In such cases, students who are residing or studying in those areas are not required to attend

school. Our school 1s located at the Wai Chai District. Parents and students should be aware of the district

name where their residence is located.

Yours faithfully,
Ms. Wong Ka Ming
Principal
______________ S oSS
Reply Slip
Name : Class : Class number :

I have read and acknowledge the arrangement of “Emergency Arrangements for Tropical Cyclones and

Heavy Persistent Rain” (Sch 25-26/02)

The district name of my son’s residence is : (please tick one of the following options)

Hong Kong Island

[ ] Central and Western [ ] Wan Chai
Kowloon

[ ] Yau Tsim Mong

[ ] Kwun Tong

[ ] Sham Shui Po

New Territories
[ ] Islands

[ ] Yuen Long
[ ] Sai Kung

[ ] Kwai Tsing
[ ] North

Date :

Please sign the eNotice on or before 25/8/2025

[ ] Eastern [ ] Southern

[ ] Kowloon City [ ] Wong Tai Sin
[ ] Tsuen Wan [ ] Tuen Mun

[ ] TaiPo [ ] Sha Tin

Parent’s or Guardian’s Signature




